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Periods and periodization




Who made manuscripts?
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What about the author?



Parts of a manuscript
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Double page spread from a manuscript

In the example of Les Trés Belles Heures de Notre-Dame du Duc de Berry, 13801412,
Folio 76 verso / 77 recto

(@) (@) Verso | recto. Medieval manuscripts were not numbered consecutively by
pages (pagination) but by folios. Each folio (Lat. folium = leaf) has two sides, called
recto and verso. The recto (2) is the front S|de and forms the right-hand page of an
open book; the verso (1) is the back side and lies on the left. The size of the page is
given as height x breadth; here it measures 280 x 200 mm.

(3) Ornamental border including a decorative frame (separating the miniature/text
and the border) and inserted figures. If these are grotesques or fabulous creatures
(cf. ill. p. 42), they are known as drolleries (Fr. drélerie = droll event). The border
decoration here consists of thorn leaf tendrils and tendrils bearing ivy or vine
leaves with pointed ends.
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@ Historiated initial; an initial which is filled with a miniature-like repi
of a single figure or a complete scene.

(5) Bas-de-page (Fr. = bottom of the page). Picture area in the lower p
or underneath it, illustrated with small scenes or drolleries.

(8 Miniature; here it takes up a column width.

@ Initial (Lat. initium = start, beginning). The first letter of a section «
given prominence by differentiating it in size or type of script or by orr
before the Gothic era it sometimes filled the entire page.

Fleuronné initial (Fr. fleuronné = flowered). Ornamentation (e.g. le
ery tendrils) drawn with pen and ink, usually in red and blue, and use«
initials.

(9) Text block; here there is one block of text in a single column.

@9 Line filler of red and blue ornament.
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Binding
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Colophon cab
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Incunabula or incunables
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What do textual scholars do?
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Codicology
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" IN QUIBUS QUIDQUID AD VETERUM

Inftrumentorum antiquitatem, materiam , fcripturam , & {tilum ;
quidquid ad figilla , monogrammata , fubfcriptiones , ac notas
chronologicas ; quidquid inde ad antiquariam, hiftoricam, forenfem-

quedifciplinam pertinet, explicatur & illuftratur.
A C:C EDY NI

Commentarius de antiquis Regum Francorun Dalatiisi
Veterum [Gripturarum varia [pecimina , tabulis LX comprebenfa.
Nova ducentorum, & amplius , monumentorum colleltio.

Operd & ftudio Domni JoH aANNIs MAaBILLON, Presbyteri ac Monachi
Oxdinis S. Benedi&ti ¢ Congregatione S. Mauri.

" LUTECIZ PARISIORUM,
Sumtibus: Lubpovicr BrrLLaiNg , in Palatio Regio.

M DC LXXXIL
CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS, ET SUPERIORVUM PERMISSV.
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Paleography
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